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Initiative promises meanmgful civic change

Program, a part of Hartford Foundation, set to ofthe towns

in the foundation's area, §2.5 Toguhu Community Funds,
bees

give total of $2.9M in grant funds to 29 towns

since 2019, he s..d That's more _Inaddition to support for all of
Staff report dation For Public Giving leader nd every one of i the foundation
about the Greater i it wants all of them to “truly see us
Jay Williams is president and  Together C: and madeup fromeach  as their community foundation,”
CEO of an organization that he e gets truly cxcucd and doesn't  of those towns. he said. “We couldn’t be more
said regularly gives away $40 mindsl why. Now, as part of marking the  excited.
‘million to $50 million. ‘Through the Greater Together  foundation’s centennial ye-r m
But ask the Hartford Foun- Community Funds program, 2025, it will make another $: Turn to Grants, Page 2
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FROM PAGE ONE

Grants

from Page 1

“For all of these commu-
nities, this is a permanent
part of the foundation’s
commitment oall 9 ofoue
towns.”

id. “They

are equally is lmpoan

lwen

Williams said the commit-
tees in the towns receive
support from the founda-

tion staff, but there are
hundreds of volunteers
helping when considering
all of the communities.

 He noted that “many of

such a rewarding experi-
ence;” said Bolton commit-
tee member Shandra
Scott-Brown.
“Itisaway for me toreally
connect to the community
that I live in, and it was an
opportunity for me to just

The initiative created
separate funds in each of
e founda-
ton's Teglon, Including
Andover, Avon, Bloomfield,
Bl Castory Bt G
East Hartford, East Wind-
sor, Ellington, Enfeld

%

Granby, Hartford, Hebron,

was dubbed the Greater
Together Community
Funds.

The key, he said, is that

community volunteers in

each of the towns make the

decisions (with founda-

tion guidance) on

‘money is going to be spent
They know the needer he

said.

“We heard from
hundreds and hundreds of
resident in these towns,”

teers making the decisions,
an example of 2023 grants
in Farmington included,

y: $5,000

wusehold finance:

which do not include any
elected d reflect

In among
many others, grants were
made to Art:

to Interval House tosupport
Farmington victims of
domestic violence; $4,250
to Services for the Elderly
of Farmington to purchase

and walkers

Cemer for $4,600 for a
sustainable Art Trail; $4,842
to the Marlborough Educa-
tion Association to make the
Elementary School Library

the diversty ofthe towns
Each town has a different

couaborm with nelghhors Who doesn't like having the
How it started ven to meet with
and *not only did we say  Ofher people in town and
The program, Williams yes, it is OK, it is exactly ~give away money to service
said, grew from a 29-town what we hoped wouldcome  people that live in your
series of listening session outof it. cummuniry‘ t's a win-win
during which the founda- “We learned over the  foreveryone’
tion learned that “these are past four or five years how  Avoncormittoe mammber
needs that may have not to tweak it, how to makeit and Avon High School
ive hesaid.  student Panya Khattar said,
“We wanted to make it as “Inspiring people I work
"o in 2019, e man- flexibleas possible”” alongside dedicate their
ford launched  Williamssai ial asis indivi ‘Williams said the foun- time and effort because
an iniial investment of _ Under this parameterof  and fuileswhohaveunex- - dation staf did basic grant . they gemiinelybeliveinthe
ion o creste what 3 committe of localvolun- _ pected events disrupive 0 betterment of

nity, they show that when
larger, more powerful insti

tutions fall short, smaller,
passionate groups can scp

generat-
ingideas, he said.

“Part of the excitement
is actually getting to see, to
watch every one of these
grants as the towns make

nity to borrow; and $5,000
to Greystone Foundation to
provide short-term finan-

$4.! 500
g
fund fora Fuel Bank, accord-
ingto the foundation.

them,”

“Beinga partofthe Bolton
Greater Together Commu-
nity Fund effort has been

change. 1¢s truly 'h:pcﬂ le
doing for the people! As a
0ol representative,
rm mmdmly grateful for
the ity to be part of
uch adedicatid foree,oue
that uplifts and empovwers

Newington, Rocky Hill,
Simsbury, Somers, South
‘Windsor, Suffield, Tolland,
Vernon, West Hartford,
‘Wethersfield, Windsor and
‘Windsor Locks.

‘Williams said the foun-
dation plans more major
project during its centen-
nial year, which will be
announced as they are
launched. “This is the
first of several significant
announcements that are
goingto abe associated with
ourcentennial year;” he said.

He said future grants
also will go to the Greater
Together Community
Funds, but the amount

“I never fail to anpmcla(e
and just smile when yor
through that (grans) hst .

he said. “To me that me:

T community
ways. *

and engagement”
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